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The Weatherhead East Asian Institute at Columbia University administers the Master of 
Arts in Regional Studies–East Asia (MARSEA) program through the Graduate School of 
Arts and Sciences for those wishing to focus on a social science approach to modern 
East Asia at the master’s level. The program provides interdisciplinary training (intensive 
exposure to the politics, international relations, modern history, culture, and society of the 
region) with a country or area of focus. The program, completed in two full-time semes-
ters, is tailored to meet the needs of individuals entering professional careers, mid-career 
professionals, students preparing for entry into doctoral programs, and those pursuing a 
professional degree, such as the J.D. or M.B.A., who want to gain regional expertise.

Master of Arts in Regional Studies—East Asia (MARSEA)



LOCATION
Nestled within one of the world’s greatest 
and most diverse cities, Columbia’s MAR-
SEA program offers unparalleled access to 
international expertise.  Resources avail-
able to the academic community include 
Columbia University’s renowned C.V. Starr 
East Asian Library and the Institute’s exten-
sive ties to the business, diplomatic, legal, 
and media communities in New York City, 
the nation, and abroad. This dedication to 
East Asian Studies at Columbia has been 
recognized by a wide variety of funding 
sources, including the U.S. Department of 
Education, which, since 1960, has desig-
nated Columbia as an East Asian National 
Resource Center.
For a comprehensive guide to the MARSEA 
program, please visit http://www.columbia.
edu/cu/weai/marsea.html

STUDENTS’  
COMMENTS ABOUT 
THE PROGRAM
The MARSEA program pre-
pares graduates for careers 
in academia, government, 
the private sector or non-
profit work.  After the MARSEA 
program, students can join 
the [MARSEA] alumni network 
to connect to career services, 
programming, events, and the 
Weatherhead East Asian Insti-
tute and Columbia University 
community.

“The MARSEA program 
introduced me to many 
areas of study like gender 
theory, art history, and 
classical Chinese, which 
I then integrated with my 
training in international 
and East Asian history. 
MARSEA exposed me to 
different fields that I had no 
opportunity to explore at the 
undergraduate level.”
-Ruoqi Tan, MARSEA ’12, Ministry 
of Education, Singapore

Master of Arts in Regional Studies—East Asia (MARSEA)

“With its strong faculty and 
wide range of courses 
available, the MARSEA 
program allows students 
to take a multi-disciplinary 
approach to the region/
country they are specializing 
in. The student diversity 
offered by New York City 
and Columbia complements 
the comprehensive 
education in the MARSEA 
program.”
-Doreen Koh, MARSEA ’12, Civil 
Aviation Authority of Singapore, 
International Relations Division



DEGREE REQUIREMENTS
Requirements for the China, Japan, Korea, 
or Tibet Program
• Proficiency equivalent to the third-year 

level of Chinese, Japanese, or Korean, or 
the second-year level of modern Tibetan. 
The language requirement may be met 
through coursework or by passing a 
language placement examination at 
Columbia. 

• Two courses in the modern history of the 
appropriate country or area (same as that 
of language proficiency). Comparable 
work may be substituted with written 
permission of the Institute director. 

• Six regional courses selected from at 
least two different fields: at least one of 
the six courses must focus on an Asia 
Pacific country or sub-region other than 
the student’s country or area of special-
ization. These courses must include at 
least two colloquia and/or seminars and 
are drawn from a wide range of offerings 
in anthropology, business, economics, 
history, international affairs, literature, law, 
political science, and sociology. Courses 

“The MARSEA program’s 
extensive resources and 
flexible curriculum allowed 
me to take control of 
my academic career by 
tailoring a schedule unique 
to my needs. I was able 
to enhance my existing 
knowledge of two East 
Asian languages while 
simultaneously focusing on 
a region’s history, politics, 
and culture.  As a result, 
I landed my dream job 
working for a Columbia 
alum at an international 
relations think tank in New 
York City.”
-Francisco Cadavid, MARSEA ’12, 
Program Assistant for the East-
West Institute, China Division

“During my time as a 
MARSEA student, every 
professor I met gave me 
unrelenting support to 
grow intellectually and 
pursue my passions. The 
lectures and programs held 
at the Weatherhead East 
Asian Institute provided 
me with the opportunity to 
explore new ideas and take 
my writing in a direction 
that was interesting and 
original.”
- Sung Eun Kim, MARSEA ’11, 
Journalist at the Public Affairs 
Office, Korean Augmentation to 
the United States Army, 19th 
Expeditionary Sustainment Com-
mand, South Korea



dealing with the region as a whole or 
dealing with the region’s relations with 
other countries or regions may also be 
taken to fulfill this requirement. Students 
taking an East Asian language at the 
fourth-year level or above may count 
two semesters of language toward this 
requirement.

• Two elective courses not necessarily 
related to East Asia.

• Minimum of 30 credits in total (approxi-
mately ten courses)

• A master’s thesis

The requirements listed must be fulfilled in 
accordance with Graduate School of Arts 
and Sciences degree requirements. 
No credits from an outside institution and 
no undergraduate courses will be counted 
toward the degree requirements.

Thesis
The master’s thesis must be at least thirty 
pages in length and deal with a modern or 
contemporary topic in the social sciences 
that focuses on East Asia. It must substan-
tially incorporate the student’s country or 
area of focus, although other countries or 
areas can be addressed in the paper.

Residence Units
Students are required to complete two 
residence units at Columbia University. One 
full residence unit is equivalent to full-time 
registration for one semester.  

Credits/Points at Columbia
A one semester course is typically worth 
three credits, and meets for three hours 
per week over approximately 15 weeks. 
A MARSEA student typically takes a 
minimum of five courses or 15 credits per 
semester.



AMERICAN LANGUAGE 
PROGRAM (ALP)
For students who wish to improve their 
written or spoken English language skills, 
courses are available during the summer 
and academic year at Columbia’s American 
Language Program.  For more information, 
go to http://www.ce.columbia.edu/alp/.

FINANCIAL AID
The Weatherhead East Asian Institute 
offers a limited number of merit-based fel-
lowships each year for incoming master’s 
students. Applicants to the MARSEA 
program who are U.S. citizens or perma-
nent residents can apply for the Foreign 
Language and Area Studies Fellowships 
(FLAS), graduate loans, and the Federal 
Work-Study Program. All applicants are 
encouraged to seek outside funding. For 
details, please visit our website.
For information on graduate loans and the 
Federal Work-Study Program, contact the 
GSAS Office of Financial Aid at 212-854-
3808 (general number) or http://www.
columbia.edu/cu/gsas/.

APPLYING TO THE  
PROGRAM
Please apply to the MARSEA program 
through the Graduate School of Arts and 
Sciences (GSAS). Applications are due 
January 15 with rolling admission until April 
15 for the fall semester and October 15 for 
the spring semester.  
Applicants must submit an application at 
http://www.columbia.edu/cu/gsas as well 
as hard copies of three letters of evalu-
ation, transcripts, and standardized test 
scores.
Questions regarding the admissions 
process should be directed to the GSAS 
Office of Admissions at 212-854-4737 or 
gsas-admit@columbia.edu

MARSEA Application Checklist
• Application for Admission
• Statement of Academic Purpose
• GRE Scores
• TOEFL Scores (for non-native English 
speakers)
• CV/Resume 
• Transcripts
• 3 Letters of Evaluation
• Writing Sample
• Application Fee



ASIA RESOURCES AND CENTERS AT COLUMBIA
Weatherhead East Asian Institute 
Since its establishment in 1949, the Institute has been an interdisciplinary center for 
modern and contemporary East Asia research, studies, and publication at Columbia, 
covering China, Japan, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Korea, Mongolia (Inner Asia), Tibet, and, 
increasingly, the countries of Southeast Asia. The Institute brings together over fifty 
faculty and research scholars from Columbia’s Schools of Business, Law, International 
and Public Affairs, Arts and Sciences, and Barnard College.  
http://www.columbia.edu/weai

Department of East Asian Languages and Cultures (EALAC)
The Department of East Asian Languages and Cultures is a center of humanities, 
teaching, and research focused on the cultures of China, Japan, and Korea. 
http://www.columbia.edu/cu/ealac

C.V. Starr East Asian Library
The C.V. Starr East Asian Library houses one of the major collections of East Asian 
materials in the United States, with nearly one million volumes of Chinese, Japanese, 
Korean, Mongol, Manchu, Tibetan, and Western-language materials and over 8,000 
periodical titles.   http://library.columbia.edu/indiv/eastasian.html

Donald Keene Center of Japanese Culture 
http://www.columbia.edu/cu/ealac/dkc

APEC Study Center 
http://www7.gsb.columbia.edu/apec/

Center for Chinese Legal Studies 
http://www.law.columbia.edu/center_program/chinese

Center on Japanese Economy and Business 
http://www4.gsb.columbia.edu/cjeb

Center for Japanese Legal Studies 
http://www.law.columbia.edu/center_program/japanese

Center for Korean Research 
http://www.columbia.edu/cu/ckr

Center for Korean Legal Studies 
http://www.law.columbia.edu/center_program/korean

Institute for Medieval Japanese Studies 
http://medievaljapanesestudies.org



FACULTY
Paul Anderer Fred and Fannie Mack Professor of 
Humanities and Professor of Japanese Literature, Department of 
East Asian Languages and Cultures—Modern Japanese 
literature, film, and cultural criticism; narrative 
topography; city cultures; modern tragedy

Charles K. Armstrong The Korea Foundation 
Professor of Korean Studies in the Social Sciences, Department 
of History; Director, Center for Korean Research—Modern 
East Asian political and social history; Korean 
history; U.S.–East Asian relations; international 
history

Robert J. BarnettDirector, Modern Tibetan 
Studies Program; Adjunct Professor of Contemporary Tibetan 
Studies; Associate Research Scholar—Culture and poli-
tics; film and television in Inner Asia; nationality 
issues in China

Lisbeth Kim Brandt Associate Professor, 
Department of East Asian Languages and Cultures—Modern 
Japanese cultural and social history 

Richard Calichman Associate Research 
Scholar—Modern Japanese literature and his-
tory; premodern Japanese literature 

Myron L. Cohen Professor of Anthropology, 
Department of Anthropology; Director, Weatherhead East Asian 
Institute—Chinese culture and society: economic 
culture, popular religion, family and kinship, 
social change

Gerald L. Curtis Burgess Professor of Political 
Science, Department of Political Science; Director, Toyota 
Research Program, Weatherhead East Asian Institute—Mod-
ern Japanese politics, foreign policy, social 
change, political economy; East Asia interna-
tional relations

Amy L. Freedman Adjunct Associate Research 
Scholar—Political Islam on Indonesia and Ma-
laysia

Carol Gluck George Sansom Professor of History 
and Professor of East Asian Language and Cultures, Depart-
ment of History and Department of East Asian Languages and 
Cultures—Modern Japan (late nineteenth century 
to the present); international history; Ameri-
can–East Asian relations; history writing and 
public memory in Asia and the world

Harry Harootunian Adjunct Senior Research 
Scholar—Early modern and modern Japanese 
history and historical theory

Christopher L. Hill  Adjunct Associate Research 
Scholar—Realism and modernism in Japanese 
fiction; history of social thought

Shigeo Hirano Associate Professor of Political 
Science, Department of Political Science—Comparative 
politics; American politics; political economy; 
Japanese politics

Hikari Hori Assistant Professor, Department of East 
Asian Languages and Cultures—Japanese film, visual 
culture studies, gender studies, and feminist 
and critical theories

Theodore Q. Hughes The Korea Foundation As-
sociate Professor of Korean Studies in the Humanities, Depart-
ment of East Asian Languages and Cultures—Modern and 
contemporary Korean literature and film

Robert Hymes Horace Walpole Carpentier Professor 
of Oriental Studies, Department of East Asian Languages and 
Cultures; Chair, East Asian Languages and Cultures—Social 
and cultural history of middle period and early 
modern China

Marilyn Ivy Associate Professor of Anthropology, 
Department of Anthropology—Modern Japanese 
anthropology



Merit E. Janow Professor of International Economic 
Law and International Affairs, School of International and Public 
Affairs; Co-Director, APEC Study Center—International 
trade and competition law and policy; econom-
ic and trade policy in Asia Pacific economies; 
WTO law and dispute settlement; U.S.-Japan 
trade and economic issues, China trade and 
investment

Mark A. Jones Associate Research Scholar—The 
emergence of modern childhood in early 20th 
century Japan

Laurel Kendall Adjunct Professor of Anthropol-
ogy; Research Scholar—Korean history focusing 
on Shamans; Korean and Vietnam regional 
comparisons

Samuel S. Kim Senior Research Scholar—Korean 
foreign relations and politics; Chinese foreign 
policy

Eugenia Lean Associate Professor, Department of 
East Asian Languages and Cultures—Modern Chinese 
history; history of science; gender; historiogra-
phy and critical theory

Benjamin Liebman Robert L. Lieff Professor of 
Law, Columbia Law School; Director, Center for Chinese Legal 
Studies—Chinese law; medical disputes in China; 
popular access to the courts in China; the 
evolving roles of legal institutions and lawyers; 
environmental law; Chinese tort law

Lydia Liu Wun Tsun Tam Professor in the Humanities, 
Department of East Asian Languages and Cultures—Mod-
ern Chinese literature and culture; critical 
translation theory; postcolonial theory; empire 
studies; material culture, semiotics, and new 
media

Yao Lu Assistant Professor of Sociology, Department of 
Sociology—Internal migration in China and Chi-
nese immigration; public health issues; labor 
market inequality; educational stratification 

Xiaobo Lü Professor of Political Science, Barnard Col-
lege—Political economy of post-socialist transi-
tion, political corruption, and Chinese politics

Roberta H. Martin Senior Research Scholar; 
Director, Asia for Educators; Director, Columbia University Na-
tional Coordinating Site of the National Consortium for Teaching 
about Asia—Education about East Asia in U.S. 
schools; education in China

Duncan McCargo Senior Research Affiliate, 
Weatherhead East Asian Institute; Professor of Southeast 
Asian Politics, University of Leeds—Politics of Thailand; 
comparative politics of Southeast Asia

Adam McKeown Professor of History, Department 
of History—The history of the United States and 
East Asia; Chinese diaspora; migration control; 
global history

Curtis J. Milhaupt Fuyo Professor of Japanese 
Law and Legal Institutions and Edwin B. Parker Professor of 
Comparative Corporate Law, Columbia Law School; Director, 
Center for Japanese Legal Studies—East Asian legal 
systems, particularly Japanese law; compara-
tive corporate governance; law and economic 
development



Rosalind C. Morris Professor of Anthropology, 
Department of Anthropology—History of modernity 
in Thailand; the theorization of visual culture 
and forms of mass mediation; anthropology of 
value and violence based mainly on ethnogra-
phy in South Africa

Ada C. Mui Professor of Social Work, School of Social 
Work—Social gerontology; religiosity and quality 
of life issues among older Asians; language 
barriers and depression among older Asian im-
migrants; psychometric assessment of geriatric 
instruments 

Ann Marie Murphy Adjunct Research Scholar; 
Associate Professor, John C. Whitehead School of Diplomacy 
and International Relations, Seton Hall University—Political 
development in Southeast Asia; U.S. foreign 
policy toward Southeast Asia

Andrew J. Nathan Class of 1919 Professor of 
Political Science, Department of Political Science—Chinese 
foreign policy; sources of political legitimacy in 
Asia; human rights

George R. Packard Adjunct Professor, Depart-
ment of Political Science—History of U.S.-Japan 
relations from 1853 to the present

Hugh T. Patrick Robert D. Calkins Professor of 
International Business Emeritus; Director of the Center on 
Japanese Economy and Business, Columbia Business School; 
Co-Director, APEC Study Center—Japanese economy; 
Pacific Basin economic relations

John Pemberton Associate Professor of Anthropol-
ogy, Department of Anthropology—Anthropology and 
history; colonial encounters, translation, ritual 
practice, and colonial and postcolonial cul-
tures, focus on Indonesia

Gregory Pflugfelder Associate Professor 
of Japanese History, Department of East Asian Languages and 
Cultures and Department of History—Early modern and 
modern Japanese history; gender and sexual-
ity studies

Carl Riskin Senior Research Scholar, Adjunct Profes-
sor of Economics; Distinguished Professor of Economics, 
Queens College, The City University of New York—Income 
distribution in China; poverty and poverty 
reduction policies in China; problems of eco-
nomic reform

Daniel Rosen Adjunct Associate Professor of Interna-
tional Affairs—International economics; Chinese 
economics

Morris Rossabi Senior Research Scholar, Adjunct 
Professor of Inner Asian History; Distinguished Professor of 
History, Queens College, The City University of New York—
Mongolian history

Murray Rubinstein Senior Research Scholar—
Christianity in China and Taiwan; development 
of modern Taiwan, government, politics and 
religion

Orville Schell Senior Research Scholar—Chi-
nese history

James D. Seymour Senior Research Scholar—
Politics of the PRC, especially Tibet and the 
northwest; comparative human rights



Wei Shang Wm. Theodore and Fanny Brett de Bary 
and Class of 1941 Collegiate Professor of Asian Humanities 
and Du Family Professor of Chinese Culture, Department of East 
Asian Languages and Cultures—Premodern Chinese 
literature and cultural history

Kay Shimizu Assistant Professor, Department of 
Political Science—Comparative politics; political 
economy; Japanese politics; Chinese politics 

Haruo Shirane Shincho Professor of Japanese 
Literature, Department of East Asian Languages and Cultures—
Japanese literature, visual culture, and cultural 
history, with particular focus on the interaction 
between popular and elite cultures

Denis Fred Simon Adjunct Senior Research 
Scholar—Business strategy and technology man-
agement; Asian business systems and cultures

Henry D. Smith II Professor of Japanese History, De-
partment of East Asian Languages and Cultures; Director, Kyoto 
Consortium of Japanese Studies—Late Edo landscape 
prints; Japanese woodblock prints; Chushin-
gura and the relationship between history and 
legend in early modern and modern Japan; 
history of modern Tokyo; history of modern 
Japanese architecture

Tomi Suzuki  Professor of East Asian Languages and 
Culture, Department of East Asian Languages and Cultures—
Modern Japanese literature and criticism in 
comparative context; literary and cultural 
theory; intellectual history of modern Japan; 
history of reading, canon formation, and literary 
histories

Sue Mi Terry Senior Research Scholar—North 
Korea, particularly North Korean leadership 
succession plans; Pyongyang’s evolving 
nuclear strategy and the potential for instability 
in North Korea; politics and foreign policy of 
South Korea; Northeast Asian security; U.S.-
Northeast Asia relations 

Gray Tuttle Leila Hadley Luce Assistant Professor of 
Modern Tibetan Studies, Department of East Asian Languages 
and Cultures—Modern Tibetan history; Manchu 
Qing Empire frontiers; role of Tibetan Bud-
dhism in Sino-Tibetan relations

Shang-jin Wei N. T. Wang Professor of Chinese 
Business and Economy and Professor of Finance and Econom-
ics, Columbia Business School—Chinese economy; 
corruption; international finance and trade

David Weinstein Carl Sumner Shoup Professor 
of Japanese Economics, Department of Economics; Associate 
Director for Research, Center on Japanese Economy and 
Business—International economics; Japanese 
economy

Jayne Werner Adjunct Research Scholar—Social 
and cultural politics of colonial and contempo-
rary Vietnam

Edwin A. Winckler Senior Research Scholar—
Politics of East Asian development, especially 
the People’s Republic of China and Taiwan

Elizabeth Wishnick Senior Research 
Scholar—Chinese foreign policy; nontraditional 
security in Asia; great power relations in Cen-
tral Asia

Joel S. Wit Senior Research Scholar—U.S.-North 
Korea relations and foreign policy

Chün-fang Yü Sheng Yen Professor of Chinese 
Buddhism, Department of Religion and Department of East 
Asian Languages and Cultures—Chinese Buddhism; 
East Asian religions; Buddhism and gender; 
Buddhism and modernization

Madeleine Zelin Dean Lung Professor of Chinese 
Studies; Professor of History, Department of East Asian Lan-
guages and Cultures and Department of History—Modern 
legal history and the role of law in the Chinese 
economy



Weatherhead East Asian Institute
Columbia University 
9th Floor, International Affairs Building 
420 West 118th Street, Mail Code 3333 
New York, NY 10027 
USA

Tel: +1-212-854-2592 
weai@columbia.edu 
http://www.columbia.edu/weai


